
The worst place to start changing things you have not practiced with is at a 
match or in a pinch.

When shooting slugs, no matter what brand or type, they should never be 
shot  through  anything  tighter  than  an  Improved  Cylinder  screw-in choke 
tube.  Slugs shot through a tighter tube can either crack it or blow it out the 
barrel,  not good.  Slugs can be quite accurate  and trying several  different 
brands,  can  be  rewarding.  When  shooting  slugs,  fully  rifled  barrels  and 
rifled choke tubes are going to be consistently the most accurate and should 
shoot less than 3” at 100 yards compared to a good smooth bore barrel.  For 
shooting slugs in a smooth bore barrel you want the slug to be as close to the 
bore diameter as possible. You also want the bore diameter to be a consistent 
diameter the entire barrel length.  This is especially true with the Foster type 
slug.  The Foster is formed from lead and features a hollow base which can 
partially expand against the bore to provide a gas seal and provide support 
for the slug as it travels the barrels length.  If the slug is quite undersize in 
relation to the bore diameter inaccuracy will result.  This is due to the fact 
the slug cannot make solid contact with the barrel bore and tends to wobble 
down the bore.  The other factor that can be involved with poor accuracy not 
related  to  ammunition  is  that  the  barrel  bore  diameter  is  either  not  a 
consistent dimension, i.e. the diameter increases and decreases in size along 
the barrels length or the bore is oversize in relation to the standard gauge 
dimension which can be seen with barrels  that  feature  overboring.   Even 
though the slug skirt might expand to compensate it would still not provide 
enough solid support for the slug.

On Buckshot I  prefer  2¾” shells with  #00 in 12ga and #3 for the 20ga. 
Realistically I think 25 yards is the practical limit for Buckshot in a Tactical 
or defense situation. The Improved Cylinder Choke works well if a use of 
slugs is anticipated otherwise a Modified Choke may provide better patterns. 
In my opinion the shotgun with buckshot is for close range work. Go beyond 
25 yards then a better choice is either slugs or a rifle. 

The last item is sight selection.  The rule of thumb I go by is shot or slugs 
within 25 yards  a bead or ghost  ring sight  is  fast  because it’s  simple.  If 
Tritium is used I prefer just the Front Sight.  Go beyond 25 yards with slugs 
and I  prefer  rifle  sights  for  accuracy.  I  normally reserve  scopes for slug 
shooting at 100 yards or beyond due to a limited field of view.  I feel they 
slow down the fast handling qualities of the shotgun.   A 4X Scope is more 
that enough at these distances.
One final point to remember is that shot and slugs may not shoot to the same 
point of impact.  So a little experimentation may be in order to determine 
how much sight change, if any is required.
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